
 

Circle of Care Foundation
presents Dreams on Canvas

Cocktails, dinner, ar t exhibit, awards and live auction 
celebrate the Los Angeles ar t scene and beneÞ ts The
Grossman Burn Center, S + AGE at Sherman Oaks Hos-
pital and Circle of Care LeezaÕs Place. Saturday, June 2, 
6 Ð 10 p.m. at the Center BMW Building in Van Nuys. 
$150. Call (818) 817-3288 for more information. www.
thecircleofcarefoundation.org     

Alchemy of Music, Movement and Emotion
The Five Fires of Life Transformation Weekend with 
Jaquelin Levin and Patricia Mar tello, May 26-27. Ev-
eryone welcome. 14252 Ventura Blvd. Sherman Oaks.
Call Jaquelin for details: (818) 641-7285. www.
biodanza-dancesoß ife.com. 

Sherman Oaks Elementary
Open House/Open Enrollment

Sherman Oaks Elementary School will have their open 
house on May 31, 5-7pm. The school currently has 
40 open enrollment/lottery spaces. Drawings will be 
held on June 6. Parent Tour on June 7 at 8:30am. Par-
ents to meet in the school ofÞ ce at 8:15am for the tour.
14755 Greenleaf St. (818) 784-8283 or www.
shermanoaksparents.com.

PAWSAPALOOZA at the Autry National Center
A celebration of all things canine beneÞ ting Pets Are 
Wonderful Suppor t/Los Angeles (PAWS/LA). Movies, 
booths and more for dogs and their owners. June 2, 
6pm. $15, dogs and children free. For tickets: (323) 
464-PAWS or www.pawsla.org. 

Cleveland Humanities Magnet Anniversary
Enter tainment by Rainn Wilson and Sandra Tsing Loh, 
dinner, dancing and a rafß e in celebration of Cleve-
land Humanities Magnet High SchoolÕs 25th Anni-
versary. June 3, 6pm-midnight. The Spor tsmenÕs 
Lodge, Empire/Regency Ballroom, 12825 Ventu-
ra Blvd. Studio City. For tickets or ads visit www.
humanitiesmagnet.org. 

Relay for Life 
The American Cancer Society invites all residents of the 
San Fernando Valley to get involved in the Þ ght against 
cancer. Cancer survivors, teams, sponsors and volun-
teers are needed for its signature event, which will be 
held on June 2-3 at Birmingham High School in Van 
Nuys. For more information, contact Heidi Mankoff, the 
2007 Event Chair at (818) 523-2659, or mankoffh@
aol.com. Or visit: www.valleyrelayforlife.org.

Clean Up Day
Community clean up day and festival, June 2, 7am-
12:30pm. Volunteers will receive a continental breakfast 
and hot dog lunch. Bicycle rafß e. Meet at the Church on 
the Way, 14800 Sherman Way, Van Nuys. (818) 989-
0300 or sign up at www.sanfernanovalleychamber.
com, click ÒChamberstoreÓ and then ÒEvents.Ó

L.A. Jewish Home for the Aging Breakfast
KFI RadioÕs John and Ken will speak at the Los Angeles 
Jewish Home for the Aging breakfast, June 7, 7:30am. El 
Caballero Country Club, 18300 Tarzana Dr. Tarzana. $25 
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BY JEREMY OBERSTEIN

Nac h sh o n , ac c o rd in g  to  O ld  Testam en t 
lo re, w as th e Þ rst to  sp rin g  in to  th e Red  
Sea d u rin g  th e ex o d u s fro m  Eg yp t w h en  
h is fe llo w  Jew s h esitated . Can to r Ju d y 
Green feld  p o in ts to  Nac h sh o n Õs c o u r-
ag e as an  ex am p le o f ac tio n  in  th e fac e o f 
in d ifferen c e. 

ÒI ad m ired  h im  fo r tak in g  a leap  o f 
faith ,Ó said  Green feld , th e en th u siastic  in -
sp iratio n  b eh in d  En c in o Õs Nac h sh o n  Min -
yan  c o m m u n ity.

As th e lead er o f th e tw o -year-o ld  c o n -
g reg atio n , Green feld  h o p es to  en g en d er 
a sp iritu al aw ak en in g  am o n g  d isaffec ted  
m em b ers o f th e Jew ish  p o p u latio n . 

ÒI d o n Õt th in k  p eo p le c an  feel Ju d aism  
an ym o re,Ó said  Green feld . ÒJu d aism  h as 
to  g ive p eo p le so m eth in g . Mo st Jew ish  
p eo p le m y ag e h ave an  ed u c atio n  u p  u n -
til th eyÕre 1 3  an d  n ever g o  b ac k . Th ey n ev-
er g et to  see th e b eau ty. Th ey are left c o ld . 
IÕm  tryin g  to  b rin g  th at b eau ty b ac k .Ó 

Green feld  m o ved  fro m  Clevelan d , O h io  
to  Lo s An g eles in  1 9 8 4 . W h ile  h er h u s-
b an d , Mik e, w o rk ed  in  an  ad vertisin g  ag en -
c y, Green feld  w o rk ed  as a d an c er an d  p er-
so n al train er. Th o u g h  raised  Jew ish , sh e 
n ever to o k  to  th e relig io n  sh e c o n sid ered  
to o  stric t an d  u n w averin g  in  its c u sto m s. 

As an  ex p ec tan t m o th er, h o w ever, sh e  
w as lo o k in g  fo r a  sp iritu al reb irth . 

ÒW h en  I w as p reg n an t w ith  m y d au g h -
ter, I w as lo o k in g  fo r m o re sp iritu al fu lÞ ll-
m en t,Ó sh e ex p lain ed . ÒI g o t tired  o f d iffu s-
in g  it th ro u g h  o th er relig io n s. I w an ted  to  
try Ju d aism . Th ere w as so  m u c h  I h eard  
ab o u t it, b u t th ere w as so  m u c h  I d id n Õt 
k n o w  as an  ad u lt.Ó 

After en ro llin g  in  th e c an to rial p ro g ram  

at th e Ac ad em y fo r Jew ish  Relig io n  in  Lo s 
An g eles, Can to r Green feld  w as o rd ain ed  
in  2 0 0 0 . W h ile  stu d yin g  in  th e p ro g ram , 
sh e b eg an  an  eig h t-year stin t h elp in g  to  
lead  servic es at Tem p le Em m an u el o f Bev-
erly Hills, fo llo w ed  b y an o th er year at Tem -
p le Ad at Sh alo m  in  W est L.A., b u t said  sh e 
felt c o n strain ed  b y th e in h eren t lim itatio n s 
o f th ese larg er syn ag o g u es. 

ÒI d id n Õt lik e th e c o o k ie c u tter feelin g s 
I g o t fro m  th e larg er syn ag o g u es.It m ak es 
p eo p le feel u n im p o rtan t.Ó 

Green feld  en visio n ed  a c o n g reg atio n  in  
w h ic h  m u sic , art an d  in c lu siven ess w o u ld  

rein vig o rate p eo p lesÕ p assio n  fo r Ju d aism . 
In  2 0 0 5 , sh e estab lish ed  th e Nac h sh o n  
Min yan . O rig in ally, Nac h sh o n  w as a travel-
in g  servic e, h eld  eac h  m o n th  at a  d ifferen t 
syn ag o g u e aro u n d  Lo s An g eles.

Searc h in g  fo r a  m o re p erm an en t ven u e, 
Green feld  set u p  sh o p  in  th e Bah aÕi Cen ter 
in  En c in o  w h ere sh e n o w  h o ld s a servic e  
o n  th e Þ rst Satu rd ay o f every m o n th . 

Green feld  c o u n ts ab o u t 4 0  reg u lar c o n -
g reg an ts at h er m o n th ly n o n -d en o m in a-
tio n al servic e. Am o n g  th o se are Lau rie  
Peto k  an d  h er so n , Jac k , w h o  h ave b een  
atten d in g  th e c an to rÕs servic e sin c e Nac h -
sh o n  w as Þ rst estab lish ed . 

ÒJu d y h as a fab u lo u s w ay o f ex p lain in g  
all th e p rayers,Ó said  Lau rie , a  vo ic e-o ver 
ac tress, fro m  h er Sh erm an  O ak s h o m e. 

Can to r Green feld  rec en tly p resid ed  
o ver Jac k Õs Bar Mitzvah , o n e o f ab o u t 2 0  
sh e h as p erfo rm ed . ÒTh ey w an ted  a ritu al,  
so m eth in g  th at w as p erso n al, an d  w e p ro -
vid e th at,Ó Green feld  said . 

Su c h  p erso n ality w as im p o rtan t to  Jac k .
ÒTh ere are tw o  th in g s th at are really im -

p o rtan t to  m e: m u sic  an d  Ju d aism ,Ó th e  
Harvard  W estlak e 8 th  g rad er said . ÒNac h -
sh o n  b eau tifu lly in teg rates th o se tw o  
th in g s. Everyth in g  Can to r Ju d y h as to  say 
ab o u t Ju d aism  d raw s m e c lo ser to  th e 
relig io n .Ó 

Th e Peto k s aren Õt m em b ers o f an y syn a-
g o g u e. Lau rie  d o es n o t even  c o n sid er h er-
self relig io u s. ÒSyn ag o g u es tu rn  m e o ff,Ó 
sh e ad m itted , Òb u t [ atten d in g  Nac h sh o n ]  
h as b ro u g h t o u t a  n ew  sp iritu ality.Ó

Su c h  Òu n afÞ liatesÓ Ð Jew s th at 
d o n Õt b elo n g  to  a  syn ag o g u e Ð 

BY TIFFANY ROGET

Fire Þ g h ters an d  c o m m u n ity g ro u p s 
team ed  u p  May 1 9  to  h o st ÒBen eÞ t fo r 
o u r Bravest,Ó a fam ily-o rien ted  festi-
val th at aim ed  to  raise fu n d s to  su p p o rt 
Am eric an  tro o p s o verseas.

O p eratio n  Gratitu d e an d  th e Val-
ley In n  restau ran t sp o n so red  th e after-
n o o n  even t at Sh erm an  O ak s Aven u e 
an d  Ven tu ra Bo u levard , h eld  o n  Arm ed  
Fo rc es Day to  h o n o r th e servic e p eo p le  
w h o  w o u ld  b en eÞ t fro m  th e p ro c eed s.

An  all vo lu n teer-ru n  o rg an iz atio n , O p -
eratio n  Gratitu d e w o u ld  u se th e fu n d s 
in  its m issio n  to  p rep are an d  sen d  
c are p ac k ag es an d  letters o f th an k s 

to  m em b ers o f th e m ilitary. 
ÒEveryth in g  is d o n ated  Ð all th e w o rk -

ers are vo lu n teers, fro m  th e p eo p le h ere  
to d ay in  th e b o o th , to  th e o n es p ac k in g  
u p  th e k its to  all th e su p p lies w e sen d , 
everyth in g  an d  everyo n e is o r w o rk s fo r 
free,Ó said  Ch arlie  O th o ld , d irec to r o f 
o p eratio n s fo r th e o rg an iz atio n .

O fÞ c ers fro m  th e  Califo rn ia  Hig h -
w ay Patro l,  th e  Marin es an d  th e  Arm y 
Reserves atten d ed  th e  festival,  a t 
w h ic h  Þ re  Þ g h ters fro m  all o ver th e  
San  Fern an d o  Valley c o o k ed  an d  
served  fo o d . 

3 0  to  4 0  Þ re Þ g h ters fro m  Fire Sta-
tio n  7 5  b eg an  p rep arin g  4 0 0  p o u n d s 

Cantor touts new Jewish traditions at Encino congregation
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Cantor Judy Greenfeld.

co n tin u ed  o n  p ag e 9

ÒBeneÞ t for our BravestÓ aids 
drive to support U.S. troops

c o n tin u ed  o n  p ag e 8

TEACHER OF THE YEAR !  VALLEY ECONOMIC SUMMIT !  “GREEN” CORK
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VALLEY VILLAGE/ NOHO        4738 Laurel Cyn Blvd.    Open Daily 7 amÐ11 pm      (818) 906-5743

ENCINO         16450 Ventura Blvd.       Open Daily 7 amÐ10 pm     (818) 906-5780

SHERMAN OAKS        4520 Van Nuys Blvd.      Open Daily 7 amÐ11 pm      (818)  377-4140

VISIT THESE GELSONÕS LOCATIONS NEAR YOU 

www.gelsons.com
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are Green feld Õs m ain  targ ets. 
Mem b ersh ip  at m an y larg e, Valley-area 

syn ag o g u es h as d ec lin ed  o ver th e years. 
Ad at Ari El, o n e o f th e ValleyÕs o ld est an d  
larg est syn ag o g u es, fo r ex am p le, h as lo st 
ab o u t 7 0  fam ilies o ver th e last tw o  years. 
Ac c o rd in g  to  th e Ex ec u tive Co m m ittee o f 
th e Bo ard  o f Direc to rs, th ere are c u rren t-
ly 8 3 0  d u es-p ayin g  fam ilies. In  2 0 0 5 , th ere 
w ere aro u n d  9 0 0 . 

Th is fo llo w s a g en eral d o w n w ard  tren d  
in  syn ag o g u e m em b ersh ip  am o n g  th e 
Un ited  StatesÕ Jew ish  p o p u latio n . Ac c o rd -
in g  to  th e Jew ish  Ag en c y, IsraelÕs sem i-g o v-
ern m en tal b o d y in  c h arg e o f Jew ish  im m i-
g ratio n , th e n u m b er o f Jew s in  th e w o rld  is 
d ec lin in g  at an  averag e rate o f 5 0 ,0 0 0  p eo -
p le p er year. 

Th ere are 1 2 .9  m illio n  Jew s in  th e w o rld , 
th e su rvey said , n o tin g  th at th e d ec lin e  
w as sh arp est in  th e Un ited  States w h ere 

th e Þ g u re d ro p p ed  b y 3 0 0 ,0 0 0  o ver th e last 
d ec ad e to  its c u rren t level o f 5 .2  m illio n .

W h ile  th e n u m b er o f Am eric an s w h o  
c o n sid er th em selves Jew ish  is in  d ec lin e, 
so  to o  are th e n u m b er o f Jew s w h o  c o n -
sid er th em selves p art o f o n e o f th e m ajo r 
sec ts o f Ju d aism . 

Th e Natio n al Jew ish  Po p u latio n  Su rvey 
fo u n d  th at o u t o f th e 5 .2  m illio n  Am eric an  
Jew s, Ab o u t o n e m illio n  o f th o se d o  n o t 
id en tify w ith  an y d en o m in atio n , n o r are  
th ey m em b ers o f a  Jew ish  o rg an iz atio n .

Bec au se o f th ese tren d s, Green feld  is 
reac h in g  o u t to  th o se w h o  feel alien ated  
b y syn ag o g u es. ÒI w an t to  b rin g  p eo p le in  
w h o  are c o n vertin g  an d  b rin g  p eo p le to  a  
p lac e w h ere th ey feel c o m fo rtab le, an d  to  
b rin g  in  u n afÞ liates fro m  o th er tem p les,Ó 
sh e stated . 

Green feld  is also  tryin g  to  c ro ss th e sp ir-
itu al d ivid e b etw een  Refo rm  an d  Co n ser-
vative Ju d aism . 

ÒO n e o f th e th in g s I w an t Nac h sh o n  to  
d o  is let p eo p le k n o w  w e are all Jew s,Ó 
sh e said  o f h er c o n g reg atio n Õs p rayer 
b o o k . ÒW h atÕs h ap p en ed , esp ec ially in  th e 
Co n servative m o vem en t, is th at p eo p le  
are afraid  to  ad m it th ey d o n Õt k n o w  He-
b rew . O u r p rayer b o o k  h as tran sliteratio n  
an d  Heb rew . W e also  h ave p ic tu res an d  
verses o f p o etry so  p eo p le h ave m an y o p -
p o rtu n ities to  step  in to  th e p rayers.Ó 

Mu sic  is an o th er w ay p eo p le c an  in te-
g rate th em selves in to  th e servic e, sh e b e-
lieves. Green feld  h erself u tiliz es a c ro ss 
sec tio n  o f g en res m ean t to  reac h  a w id e 
au d ien c e. By in c o rp o ratin g  asp ec ts o f o p -
era, fo lk , Greg o rian  c h an ts, c o u n try an d  
trad itio n al p rayer m u sic , sh e said , Òth ere 

is so m eth in g  fo r everyo n e.Ó 
Still,  n o t everyo n e h as tak en  to  Green -

feld Õs m eth o d s. So m e d ec ry w h at th ey 
see as th e c an to rÕs attem p ts to  Òp ic k  an d  
c h o o seÓ w h at asp ec ts o f Ju d aism  sh e in -
c lu d es in  h er servic e.

Sh e d ism isses su c h  c o m p lain ts, sayin g , 
ÒI th in k  yo u  c an  p ic k  an d  c h o o se w h en  
yo u  h ave an  ed u c atio n . I g rew  u p  in  an  en -

viro n m en t w h ere yo u  w ere afraid  to  ask . 
No w , p eo p le are en c o u rag ed  to  ask  w h y, 
to  b u c k  th e system  a little  b it. Yo u  h ave to  
h ave yo u r o w n  tru th .Ó 

Even tu ally, Green feld  h o p es to  p u ll in  
1 0 0  p eo p le at h er m o n th ly servic e. Bu t fo r 
n o w , sh eÕs ju st relish in g  h er m issio n . 

ÒTem p les aren Õt Þ llin g  p eo p le sp iritu al-
ly. Th ey h ave b ec o m e to o  m u c h  o f a  b u si-

n ess. IÕm  d o in g  th is b ec au se I lo ve it, b e-
c au se I c an  p ro vid e a sp iritu ally fu lÞ llin g  
p lac e. I lo ve every m in u te o f it.Ó "
Th e n ex t service w ill p resen t Rab b i Yo ssi 
Ca rro n  in  “Fin d in g  th e Lig h t in  th e W ild er-
n ess o f o u r Lives,” Ju n e 2 , 10 am . Bah aÕi 
Cen ter,  4 8 3 0  Gen esta Ave. En c in o . Call 
(818)  7 8 9 -7 314  o r visit w w w .n ac h sh o n  
m in yan .o rg . 

CANTOR fro m  p ag e 1

Cantor Judy Greenfeld.
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